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BIDEN’S ATTACK ON DISHWASHERS

President Biden’s Department of Energy (DOE) continues to overreach, with more than 100 regulatory actions
targeting household appliances and equipment since 2022. The most recent proposed rule targeting dishwashers
would add greater costs to consumers, restrict choice and lower product quality, and very likely increase energy
and water use— the opposite of the DOE’s intended effect. These actions fail a basic cost-benefit test, amount to
the increasing micro-management of Americans lives, and may represent a violation of public law.

e DOE continues its assault on American household appliances.

» This month, the Biden DOE released a proposed regulation that would change water efficiency
standards on dishwashing machines, making sure dishwashers are manufactured to use no more than 3.3
gallons of water per wash cycle (gal/cycle) for the standard-size dishwasher and 3.1 gal/cycle for the
compact-size dishwasher.

» This proposed rule is just the next in the firing line of the Biden administration’s war on American
households. Already this year, the DOE has issued proposed regulatory actions impacting numerous
household appliances, including installation and usage requirements ranging from gas stoves to washing
machines, in the Biden administration’s effort to turn homes “green”.! This is adding insult to injury
given that the Biden administration issued 110 regulatory actions in 2022 to “strengthen energy
efficiency in household appliances and equipment” and “reduce greenhouse gas emissions”.>*

» The proposed rule is part of the Biden administration’s misguided political agenda to remake the U.S.
into the improbable “net-zero” emissions economy by 2050. [For more information, see RPC’s Guide
The Biden Administration’s Hijacking of the SEC*] The net-zero emissions energy policy framework
disregards the enormous benefits that reliable, affordable and cost-effective carbon, hydro and nuclear
energy sources have had and continue to hold for humans to gain both climate and resource mastery in
order to live healthier and more productively.®

= Over the past century since 1920, as atmospheric CO2 emissions have risen, the rate of climate-
related disaster deaths has decreased 98 percent—the average person is fifty times less likely to
die from a climate-related cause than a century ago.®

= Also, the greater deployment and reliance on fossil-fueled “machine labor” and energy use has led
to the dramatic increases in standards of living, with higher life expectancy rates at birth and rising
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per person.’

e The rule would come at the expense of American households.
» The new Biden DOE regulations on household appliances will, at best, result in minimal savings from
energy use but push up point-of-sale prices for consumers.®
» The dishwasher rule is already causing the industry to make changes, even before it has become a final
regulation.

» The DOE estimates the proposed dishwasher rule alone would add $125.6 million in “total
conversion costs” to industry manufacturers,® yet, combined with the onslaught of additional DOE
regulatory actions, the manufacturing industry could absorb upwards of $2.5 billion in total
conversion costs to meet the array of regulations on household appliances and equipment going




into effect under the Biden DOE.?
= Under another recently proposed DOE regulation on washing machines, manufacturers will incur
upwards of $700 million in conversions costs to produce new washing machines to meet the Biden
administration requirements,*! pushing up the point-of-purchase price for washing machines $150
per washer.*2
» The proposed rule also adds to the higher costs that have already been imposed on consumers over the
past decade.®
» The Obama-era dishwasher regulatory actions added upwards of $100 to the price of a
dishwasher purchase,** and now the Biden DOE rule would put additional cost burdens on
consumers for new purchases.
= The Obama administration implemented similar regulation on dishwashers, reducing the
maximum gal/cycle requirement in a 2012 rule to 5.0 gal/cycle and then in 2015 proposed even
tighter standards at 3.1 gal/cycle.’™® The lower quality dishwashers often result in households
running more than one cycle to get dishes clean, if not altogether frustrating consumers to the
point of not using them at all and washing dishes by hand.!” Either way, independent estimates
showed consumers would use 63 billion gallons more water with 32 percent lower energy savings
than the DOE expected under the similarly proposed 2015 DOE regulation.'®
> The regulators at DOE are just furthering their micromanagement of Americans’ lives,'® and
disregarding that most dishwashers on the market today already achieve an “Energy Star”
certification,?° an energy efficiency program run at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
= According to the EPA, an “energy star” certified dishwasher would result in $447 in “lifetime
operating costs” versus $2,012 for hand washing dishes.?

Product Type Energy Usage Criteria®

» Proposed DOE Regulation — Standard Dishwasher® <223 kWh/year | <3.3 gal/cycle
> Proposed DOE Regulation — Compact Dishwasher®* <174 kWh/year | <3.1 gal/cycle

o EPA Energy Star — Standard Dishwasher® <270 kWh/year | <3.5 gal/cycle

o EPA Energy Star — Compact Dishwasher?® <203 kWh/year | <3.1 gal/cycle
> Dishwashing by hand?’ 9 to 27 gal/cycle

o Usage compared to Proposed Biden DOE Dishwasher o 3 to 8 times greater gal water
> Incandescent light bulb?3-2%0 876 kWh/year

o Usage compared to Proposed Biden DOE Dishwasher o About 4 times greater kWh

» However much the proposed rule ends up costing consumers, it adds to the increased costs of the

regulations put on many other household appliances by the Biden administration.
e Regulatory overreach will cede more economic power to China.

» This rule, along with the slew of other DOE regulatory actions taken against home appliances under
the Biden administration, will increase prices and could lead appliance manufacturers to shift more
production abroad, including to China, where production costs are less expensive.3!32

> China, which has become the world’s largest manufacturer base of household appliances,33343
comprising upwards of 80 percent of air conditioners, and the majority of refrigerators, and other
small home appliances, *® could gain even greater control in the manufacturing of products in
Americans’ homes.

» The rule would do little, if anything, to meaningfully reduce CO> emissions—upwards of 90 percent
of energy use in China comes from coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear, and hydropower sources.®” As the
U.S. cedes manufacturing competitiveness to China, including ongoing production capacity to make
home appliances that meet the proposed DOE regulations, CO2 emissions will only increase, in direct
contrast to the stated climate change goal of the Biden administration.

e The rule is administrative overreach and may violate public law.

» The Biden DOE is advancing the proposed rule under the purported authorities provided in the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975 (EPCA),*® yet it is likely in violation of the law since
the EPCA “explicitly forbids the agency from pursuing efficiency at the expense of appliance
performance, choice, and features.”%




» The Biden DOE is already being challenged in federal court for its rescinding of the deregulatory
actions the Trump administration took to expand consumer choice in the dishwasher market.*® Now,
while this challenge remains, the Biden administration is disregarding these legal challenges and
pressing full throttle to further choke consumer choice in this market.
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